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Promoting the Democracy Literacy of Arts Majors: Integrating
PBL into the Design and Study of Arts Courses

Chang Chun-ying

—. Research motivation and objectives

Art studies, mainly taught through lecture, is often regarded as a theoretical
course. In addition, because art studies have failed to connect with the professional
courses of other departments, students question the necessity of interdisciplinary
majors in general education. The first goal of this study was to demonstrate the
interdisciplinary characteristics of art studies and improve students’ learning
motivation.

Students only focus on sharpening their personal aesthetics and creative
knowledge, ignoring teamwork skills required for the future of work. Therefore, the



second goal of this study was to remind art university students of the importance of
teamwork.
—. Research questions

1. Integrate problem-based learning (PBL) into art courses and explore
whether art studies, which is generally deemed as a theoretical discipline,
can become interdisciplinary and cooperative.

2. Whether group assignments involving interdepartmental cooperation allow
students to not only learn the theoretical knowledge of arts but also
understand the general nature of their future workplaces and improve their
teamwork skills.

=. How the research design/method aligns with the curriculum and
teaching activities

At the beginning of the semester, students from different departments were

grouped. In the middle of the semester, students started to cooperate in the lesson
entitled “Public Art”. “Design of Public Art at National Taiwan University of Arts”
was the theme of the group project (the theme for next semester will be “The Origins
of Art: Theory of Religion,” in which the Classic of Mountains and Seas and Art
History will be introduced), which involved poster and model production. At the end
of the semester, their artworks were up for public display, presentation, and peer
evaluation. At the beginning and end of the semester, the scale for assessment of
student teamwork skills was administered to the students to assess the effectiveness of
PBL.

M. Teaching and research outcomes

1. The PBL method enhanced the students’ interest in art courses.

2.  The students noticed the difference between solo and collaborative creation
and the importance of initiatives and communication during teamwork.

1. Reflection

In in-person teaching, interdisciplinary characteristics of art studies can manifest
through PBL method and group assignment involving interdepartmental cooperation,
thereby improving teaching effectiveness and reminding students of the importance of
teamwork. However, teaching through video conferences makes it difficult to grasp

students’ learning condition.
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